

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:    
What’s the longest amount of time you’ve ever had to wait for something?  What was it?
What’s the best advice you’ve ever received?  Who gave it to you?
How long are you willing to wait on God for an answer?


1 Samuel 11
Read vs. 1-11 .
1. What was the motive behind Nahash’s desire to gouge out the right eyes of the people of Jabesh Gilead?  (see vs.2)
2. Why would Nahash give the people seven days to find others to rescue them?  (He thought that no one would actually come to help them.)
3. When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he burned with anger.  What personal connection may have also fueled his anger?  (He was from the tribe of Benjamin –and may even have had ancestral ties to Jabesh Gilead.)
4. In our culture, anger is largely viewed as simply a negative emotion.  How was Saul’s anger productive in this situation? 
5. Up to this point, Saul had been somewhat of a reluctant leader.  Suddenly he’s putting an army of 330,000 soldiers together.  Share about an experience you’ve had where anger motivated you to positive action.
6. What are some ways we can guard against destructive anger and channel our emotions into constructive anger?  Read Psalm 4:4 and Ephesians 4:26-27.
 
Read vs. 12-15.
1. Where was Saul when he first heard about the siege of Jabesh Gilead?  (see vs. 5)  If one didn’t know he was a king, what might they guess his vocation actually was?  (farmer)
2. Why was this battle important for Saul?  (His kingship was firmly established in the eyes of the people.  It probably also brought him a measure of confidence that he needed in his new role as king.)
3. Who did Saul credit for rescuing Israel?  (see vs.13)
4. In vs.6 we see Saul, touched by the Spirit of God, moving into action by God’s initiative and in God’s timing.  Was this a pattern that he established for the rest of his life?
5. Describe a time in your life when you were tempted to force your own way –but then waited on God’s timing.  What was the result?   What did you learn from the experience?
6. David is described as a man after God’s own heart.  Read Psalm 103:15-22.  Does this sound like a man obsessed with his own legacy –or a man submitted to God’s rule? 


Apply It
Do you have a passive faith?  We live in a battlefield where souls are falling all around us.  It may be time to light a fuse and fight in prayer for someone in your life who is being attacked.  1st Peter 5:8-9 tells us that our enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith.
Maybe your anger has gone in the wrong direction.   Read Ephesians 6:12 and ask God to help you channel your anger in constructive ways to help bring about a positive change.
Do you want to be described as a person after God’s own heart?  Your life story is being written with each passing day.  Examine your heart.  Are you submitted to God’s timing or are you trying to force your own agenda?  Like Saul, you may have had a tremendous victory in the past.  But how are you doing today?  Have you established a pattern of waiting on God for his strength and direction, or have you become self sufficient?  Write down what you’re tempted to handle in your own strength and limited wisdom, then write a promise that you’ll wait for God’s leading.  Sign it.  When God answers, be sure to write it down.
Read Phil. 3:8-11.  Have other things become too important?  Are you honestly able to consider everything a loss compared to knowing Jesus?  Write down some of your most treasured possessions.  On the same paper, write down some of God’s “benefits” –as listed in Psalm 103.  Which list is better?  Next, compare how much time you’ve actually invested in accumulating earthly possessions and how much time you’ve spent in pursuit of knowing Christ –in the last day, week, month, or year.  Determine to invest your time in the list with better benefits!
image1.jpeg
b ) (%D

_...i.l




image2.jpeg
AL

canyon hills

A S SEMBLY O F G O D




