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Week Two




Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:  

How do you celebrate your successes?

What’s your favorite comfort food?

Name a song that makes you smile.

1 Samuel 2
Read vs. 1-11
1. We see in vs. 1 that this is no generic expression of thanksgiving but a deeply personal one.  The woman who had been “deeply troubled” and praying out of her “great anguish and grief” is now writing a song about her joy.  How has this experience changed her relationship with God?

2. Who might she have been thinking of in vs. 3-5?  How is Hannah an example for dealing with difficult people?

3. Talk about some of the ways that your pain has helped you to see and know God in a deeper way.

Read vs. 12-26.

It’s ironic that Eli had earlier mistakenly assumed that Hannah was a “wicked woman” (1:16) while his sons were actually described as wicked men who had no regard for the Lord.  Eli’s skills of discernment were certainly lacking.  At a time when the nation needed examples of righteousness, Hophni and Phinehas, who also served as priests, mirrored their culture and also exhibited wickedness.

1. Though some may have wondered if God was noticing what Eli’s sons were up to, what does vs. 17 say of God’s powers of observation?

2. One might question the wisdom of placing little Samuel in Eli’s care.  But what does the end of vs. 21 tell us?

3. Hannah has given Samuel to the Lord –no strings attached.  What does vs. 21 tell us that God does for her?

4. In what ways does Hannah serve as an example of giving to the Lord?

Read vs. 27-36.
Eli’s entire house will suffer the consequences of the present wickedness.  He is told in vs. 32 that there would never be an old man in his family line.  Read 1 Samuel 22:6-23 to see how 85 of Eli’s descendants meet a violent death.  Also read 1 Kings 2:26-27 to see the fulfillment of this word given at Shiloh.

1. What does vs. 35 indicate that God was looking for in His priests?

2. Samuel and the sons of Eli had similar religious education and opportunities.  But the sons of Eli became great in their sins while Samuel became great in his faith.  Read Hebrews 3:12-15.  What is one way we can avoid hardness of heart?

3. Every believer should be involved in some form of ministry. Have there been times when you felt you could have been a better example in ministry?

4. What practical steps can you take to be the best representative of Christ when ministering to others? 

Apply It
Write your own song of thanksgiving and praise.  Make it a personal expression of how God has met you in the midst of pain.  Move from generic to more intimate expressions of worship.  Take some time everyday this week to express your gratitude and your love to God.  Prepare yourself in advance of Sunday to “enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise” as Psalm 100:4 tells us to do.
