

Open with prayer.

Icebreaker:  
How do you respond when it becomes apparent that someone isn’t listening to you?
Who is the best listener you know?

1 Samuel 3
Read vs. 1 .
1. Moses and Joshua had spoken directly with God.  But after three centuries of rule by judges we now find that no prophets were speaking God’s messages to Israel.  Why do you think this is?  What were the attitudes of Eli’s sons?

2. Had God abandoned His people, or had His people abandoned Him?  How should you respond when someone complains that God seems absent?  (You may want to read Psalm 73 for further discussion.)

3. Samuel ministered before the Lord even though little seemed to be happening spiritually.  Why is this important?  What should be our response when it would seem like God is doing less than He has in the past?
 

Read vs. 2-9 .
1. It took three times before Eli perceived that God was speaking to Samuel.  What might this tell us about Eli?

2. What are some ways to cultivate a spiritual sensitivity to God’s voice?

3. Share different ways that God has spoken to His people and/or to you personally.

4. Discuss the implications of this story regarding God speaking to children.  How can we encourage children to grow in hearing God for themselves?

5. Read Jeremiah 1:4-10 and compare the call of Jeremiah to God’s call of Samuel. 


Read vs. 10-21 .
1. What was the reason God gave in vs. 13 for judging Eli’s family line forever?

2. Though he had given his life to serve God, Eli was failing at home –and it would ultimately be what he was remembered for.  It can be easy to get caught up in ministry endeavors - at the expense of the family.  What are some ways to prioritize the family during busy seasons of ministry?

3. How could Eli have responded differently in vs. 18?

4. Read 1 Peter 2:9.  God’s people are a “royal priesthood.”  What are the implications of this if we persist in sin like Hophni and Phinehas did?

5. Samuel had to tell Eli a difficult truth.  How did this prepare him for his future?

6. Discuss the changes in Israel from vs.19-21 compared to how the story began in vs. 1.  What do these changes say about God’s heart toward His people?

God’s Word in this story had a transforming effect in Samuel’s life and an informing consequence in Eli’s.  Are you allowing it to transform you –or just inform you?
The Bible isn’t written as a text book.  It’s a story about how its Author is pursuing a love relationship with us.  We never want to get so caught up in routine that we, like Eli, fail to hear or obey His voice.  That’s missing the whole point.  It’s about the relationship.



Apply It
Practice being still and listening in God’s presence.  Deliberately avoid offering up petitions for this particular time with God.  Just listen.  Then write down what He’s said.  How do you need to respond to what He’s said?
Also, make an effort to grow in listening to others.  We are often quick to speak and slow to listen.  Bless someone with your ears this week.
Make a list of children you can pray for.  How can you encourage their faith in God?
What is something your family could do together in ministry this week?  Do it!
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